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All three City of Lawton incum-
bents will retain their seats, after
city voters returned them to of-
fice Tuesday.

After a night that also included
a City Council meeting, Mayor
Fred Fitch, Ward 1 Councilman
Robert Morford and Ward 2 Coun-
cilman Keith Jackson bested their
challengers and will begin their
new terms on the second Monday
in January 2016.

Fitch, a lifelong resident who is the retired own-
er of Fitch Industrial, won a chance at his third

term, beating chal-
lenger Sherene L.
Williams, a retired
lieutenant colonel
in the Armed
Forces and the
owner of
Sherene’s Bou-
tique.

Fitch won 2,638
votes, or 56.55 per-
cent of the total, compared to Williams’ total of
2,027, or 43.45 percent of the vote.

Neither Fitch nor Williams was available for
comment at press time.

In Ward 1, Morford won his chance at a second
term after beating challenges from two candi-
dates: Andrew Hayes, a belt expeditor at
Goodyear Tire & Rubber Co. who also is involved
with real estate and cattle; and Larry Walls, an
Army retiree who has worked in the corrections
field for 15 years.

SEE ELECTION, 3A

Mayor re-elected
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WHAT’S INSIDE

STYLES

Addams Family
Lawton Community Theatre's

production of "The Addams
Family" opens in a cemetery
but comes alive over the
course of a musical evening.

See review, 2B

LOCAL

Damages assessed
Federal officials have started

performing damage inspec-
tions in the area after recent
heavy rains and flooding.

Man of action
The Okla-

homa Na-
tional
Guard's sec-
ond-highest
award, the
Oklahoma
Star of Valor,
was awarded
to a Lawton native during a
ceremony Sunday.

See stories, 2A

Teen sentenced
A single bullet will cost a

Lawton youth years of free-
dom.

See story, 3A

SPORTS

Cowboys in Altus
One of the rites

of summer is
the annual
Cowboy Cara-
van stop in Al-
tus, and June
16 has been
settled upon
as the big
day this year.

See column, 1C

BUSINESS

Urgent care
A new urgent care center is

ready to open in Lawton.
See story, 1D

FOOD

Father’s Day feast
Get creative with Sweet-and-

Spicy Grilled Lamb Chops or
Shrimp and Chorizo Paella.

See recipes, 1B

BY MITCH MEADOR
STAFF WRITER
MMEADOR@SWOKNEWS.COM

Fifty of Oklahoma’s best and
brightest high schoolers experi-
enced a classroom like no other
when they toured the Mission
Simulation Center inside Jared
Monti Hall on Tuesday.

Youth Leadership Oklahoma is
in its 15th year, according to Lee
Anne Stone, youth director for
Leadership Oklahoma.

“Our mission is to instill a hope,
a pride and responsibility in Okla-
homa’s future in young leaders,”
she explained. “We take the top 50
upcoming seniors from across the
state, one per high school. We take
them on a bus ride for a week. The
adult program does it once a
month for 10 months. We do it all
in a week in the summer, and we
take them to businesses and col-
leges and give them real-life expe-
riences.”

These are the cream of the crop
in the state. They will be the fu-
ture senators, CEOS and presi-
dents.

“We want to show them how
great Oklahoma is because we

want them to stay here after col-
lege, because we need them to run
our state,” Stone said.

The application process is based
on proven leadership in their com-
munities and their schools, as well

as diversity in geography and eth-
nicity.

This is day three. They started
on Sunday by visiting the Gay-
lord-Pickens Oklahoma Heritage
Museum, 1400 Classen Drive in
Oklahoma City. Monday they did
team-building at a ropes course on
the University of Oklahoma cam-
pus in Norman and toured the Na-
tional Weather Center. They ar-
rived at Fort Sill late Monday and
spent the night.

“We started at 5:45 this morn-
ing. We met our drill sergeants.
They came on … raring and ready
to get us off the bus. Had a PT with
them this morning for an hour.
They got to learn how to get ready
real fast in the barracks, girls on
one side, boys on the other, and got
ready fast for breakfast. We
learned how to march correctly in
cadence.’

They even had their pictures
taken in Kevlar.

SEE YOUTH, 2A

Young leaders learn
about Army life at Sill

“It’s hard to imagine
that so much goes on
on this huge base.This
is so technologically
advanced. It’s great.
These simulators are
really cool.”

VIVIAN ARMITAGE
YOUTH LEADERSHIP OKLAHOMA

STEPHEN ROBERTSON/STAFF

Soso Lee, left, of MacArthur High School and Rafael Lopez of Eisenhower High
School call in artillery fire at Mission Simulation Center at Fort Sill on Tuesday. Fifty
high school students took the hands-on tour with Youth Leadership Oklahoma.
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Larry Deding cuts a wheat field Tuesday along County Road 197 north of Chattanooga as cattle ignore the nearby
ruckus. Hot, dry weather has allowed the area’s wheat harvest to begin in earnest after being delayed by recent heavy
rains. The mercury is expected to rise to 96 today and peak at 95 on Thursday before retreating to closer to the 90-
degree mark Friday and Saturday. Chances for rain showers will increase as the weekend approaches.According to the
National Weather Service, there will be a 50 percent chance of rain in the area Friday, Saturday, Sunday and Monday
and 20 percent chances through midweek next week.

WARM WEATHER 
AIDS IN WHEAT HARVEST

Morford, Jackson
win Council seats

BY STEPHEN ROBERTSON
STAFF WRITER
SROBERTSON@SWOKNEWS.COM

MARLOW — City voters on
Tuesday overwhelmingly ap-
proved a 25-year extension of a
one-cent capital improvement
sales tax.

By a vote of 195-14 (93.3 per-
cent to 6.7 percent) voters agreed
to extend the tax after the current
tax expires in September 2017.

City Administrator Jason
McPherson had expected the
measure to pass because he be-
lieved voters would see the good
things the extension would pro-
vide for the community, but ad-
mitted he hadn’t anticipated a 15-
1 margin.

“Personally I was real sur-
prised,” he said. 

It helped that the measure was
SEE MARLOW, 6A

Marlow voters
agree one-cent
tax makes sense

BY KIM MCCONNELL
STAFF WRITER
KMCCONNELL@SWOKNEWS.COM

The City of Lawton has a new
budget for the fiscal year that be-
gins in less than a month, but City
Council members did split over a
plan to add $1 to the price of
monthly refuse collection, to help
pay for an anticipated shortfall in
revenues.

That decision on the refuse
charge also colored the final vote
on the city budget, which was ap-
proved by a 6-3 vote. Under city
charter, the mayor is allowed to

SEE CITY, 3A

City
budget
finalized



While the FEMA command
location in Comanche County
has not yet been announced,
federal officials have started
performing damage inspec-
tions in the area.

Comanche County Public
Information Officer Ash-
leigh Hensch confirmed
Monday that those who re-
cently reported flood dam-
age directly to the federal
disaster agency could re-
ceive a call from Vanguard
Emergency Management.
The inspection agency rep-
resentative will try to

schedule a time to come to
the affected property and
assess the damage. Also
during that time, he or she
may ask to see proof of
property ownership — tax,
mortgage or insurance bill
— or proof of residency
with a photo ID. 

These calls are legitimate
and this process has been
initiated by FEMA follow-
ing the disaster area decla-
ration last week. 

“When the inspector gets
to your property, you can al-
ways ask to see their badge

to verify their identity,”
Hensch wrote in a release.

As of Monday FEMA offi-
cials were still working with
local agencies to set up a
“one-stop” disaster claim lo-
cation. Until everything is
approved, the potential site
cannot be disclosed. People
affected by floods should call
FEMA and obtain registra-
tion numbers ahead-of-time,
1-800-621-FEMA (3362).
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 We want to make 
 you a loan!

 $

 $ $

 $

 Royal Finance 
 580-357-9210

 $ 145 -  $ 1,440

 Stop in for a 
 quote and receive 
 a FREE gift card 
 from Chick-Fil-A 

 on Cache Rd.

 4404 NW Cache Rd., Lawton, OK

 Car + Home =
 BIG SAVINGS

 FRED
 CHEEK

 Agent
 580-355-8649

 Build A Bundle
 Save A Bundle

 General Construction, 
 Remodeling & Siding

 618 “G” Avenue  •  Lawton, Ok 73501
 Phone: 357-4699  •  Fax: 357-0346

 NO JOB TOO SMALL
 www.jibuild.com   •  jibuild@sbcglobal.net

 • Licensed
 • Bonded
 • Insured 

 • VA Handicap Renovations
 • Fire & Water Restoration
 • Roof Repairs
 • Water & Sewage Cleanup

 Joe Ishmael      Derrell Black
 General Contractors

 J&I 
 Sin

ce
 19

69

 24 Hour Service
 580-357-4699

 • Double Tilt Thermopane Insulated Windows
 • Air Duct Cleaning • Ceiling & Wall Insulation
 • VA Bathrooms & Kitchens
 • Room Additions • Insulation

 Free In Home Estimate

 11th & H Ave
 (580) 248-3100 

 FATHER’S DAY SALE

 $5.00 RAFFLE 
 TICKETS

 Drawings will begin @ 
 1pm for a Guitar, Drill 
 and BluRay Player.
 4:00 pm Drawing

 Win a Troy Built 
 Lawn Mower

 Electric Start  190cc
 Briggs & Stratton

 MUST BE PRESENT 
 TO WIN!

 All Tools  40% off
 All Men Watches  (excluding Rolex)   1/2 Off

 All Men Gold Rings & Chains  25% Off
 GRAB BAG’S STARTING @ $5.00

 Saturday, June 20th  9:00am - 6:00pm
 12 pm - 2 pm:  Hot Dogs & Drinks

 (everyone welcome)
 12 pm:  Door prize giveaways

 (every hour till closing)

 Masooda Burki, MD 
 is closing her practice 

 Family Psychiatric Services 
 located at 6215 W Gore Blvd 

 effective May 31, 2015.
 All currently active patients will continue to 

 receive care at SWBH by Dr. Burki. 
 If records are needed patients can 

 call  580-536-0077  after 
 July first to request those.

 Dr. Burki will be taking a full time 
 employment at Southwestern Medical Center.

 DRAINAGE ISSUES:
 Quality drainage 

 system installation. 
 Accurate Fence & 

 Construction
 580-591-3717

Federal inspectors in city
to check out flood damages

WORK ON FORT SILL BOULEVARD

STEPHEN ROBERTSON/STAFF

A work crew smoothes the concrete for a new sidewalk on the west side of Fort Sill Boulevard
Tuesday as work continues on a project to expand the downtown street between West Gore
Boulevard and Northwest Ferris. Next, they’ll apply a new asphalt overlay to the entire road sur-
face. The work has limited traffic to one lane in each direction for the duration of the project.

The Oklahoma National
Guard’s second-highest
award, the Oklahoma Star
of Valor, was awarded to a
Lawton native during a cer-
emony Sunday.

Sgt. Kevin Painter, a
medic in Headquarters
Company, 45th Brigade Spe-
cial Troops Battalion, Okla-
homa Army National
Guard, was awarded the
medal for putting himself
between a victim and a
knife-wielding attacker and
treating the victim’s
wounds.

Maj. Gen. Robbie Asher,

the adjutant general for Ok-
lahoma, presented the
award among a number of
Painter’s fellow soldiers.

“His actions represent
the core of what we do in the
National Guard,” Asher
said. “When our soldiers see
a challenge, they are going
to do what they need to do.
His actions are a great ex-
ample of why all of us wear
the uniform.”

On March 15, along Inter-
state 35 near the Interstate
40 interchange, Painter’s
training as a combat medic
provided him with the confi-

dence and ability to apply
life-saving aid to numerous
stab wounds on the victim’s
hands and arms. The attack-
er fled the scene and
jumped off the I-35 bridge
and into the Oklahoma Riv-
er as Painter stayed to com-
fort the victim until police
and first responders ar-
rived. The victim was eight-
months pregnant at the time
of the attack.

The criteria for the Okla-
homa Star of Valor include
an individual’s risk of life or
limb and protection of an-
other life.

Painter has received vari-
ous awards for his service,
including the Army com-
mendation medal. However,
he states that he has never
received an award as presti-
gious as this.

“It’s not something I did
for an award or recogni-
tion,” said Painter. “You just
react. When you’re training
to be a combat medic, you
can’t think about what you
do, you just do it. It just
clicks.”

The victim has since had
her baby and both are in ex-
cellent condition.

Lawton man’s actions at scene of
violent crime earn him Guard award

PHOTO COURTESY PFC. BRIANNA R. RHODES, 45TH INFANTRY BRIGADE COMBAT TEAM

Maj. Gen. Robbie Asher, adjutant general for Oklahoma, presents the
citation for the Oklahoma Star of Valor to Sgt. Kevin Painter of
Lawton during annual training at Fort Sill on Sunday.

CONTINUED FROM 1A

Vivian Armitage, 17, just com-
pleted her junior year at Heritage
Hall in Oklahoma City. She’s a re-
porter for the weekly newspaper,
Fridayland. Prior to this, she had
never been on a military installa-
tion.

“This is my first time doing
anything related to military activ-
ity or physical training or being
exposed to anything like that. So
it’s very exciting,” she said.

She was standing in the Mission
Simulation Center inside Jared
Monti Hall, where service mem-
bers attending classes at the Fires
Center of Excellence engage in
immersive training designed to
replicate every conceivable ter-
rain and climate from around the
world. She even got to try out
some of the gadgetry.

“It’s hard to imagine that so
much goes on on this huge base,”
Vivian said. “This is so technolog-

ically advanced. It’s great. These
simulators are really cool, and I
think that they probably help edu-
cate a lot of people without caus-
ing the Army to lose money.”

Jake Swanson, 18, is from
Cache and has a 4.0 grade aver-
age. His counselor told him about
the program, and it seemed inter-
esting. The application process
takes into account extracurricu-
lar activities and volunteer hours,
so it helps that he plays football,
wrestles, participates in the Stu-
dent Conservation Association
and serves on the Student Coun-
cil.

Jake said he thinks Youth Lead-
ership Oklahoma is a great pro-
gram that will be good for the
state’s future. He had previously
been exposed to Fort Sill through
friends, but Jared Monti Hall was
a new experience.

Cache does have a very nice
campus, but it’s nothing like this,

Jake said. “This is high-tech and
everything. Really cool stuff …
We did a shooting simulator earli-
er. Now we’re just playing around
with the targeting equipment.”

They had breakfast in one of
the dining facilities on the train-
ing side, and Jake said his bacon
and eggs was better than cafete-
ria food.

“Soso” Lee, 16, just completed
her junior year at MacArthur
High School, where she’s Student
Council president, member of the
dance team and Key Club secre-
tary. She has a 3.9 grade average. 

“I heard about this through our
activities director, and also one of
my best friends, Maggie Collins,
told me about it. She’s a past grad-
uate.”

“Soso” said she is discovering
things about the state she never
knew existed, such as the Chicka-
saw Cultural Center at Sulphur,
which will be on today’s itinerary.

YOUTH: Leaders experience Fort Sill

STEPHEN ROBERTSON/STAFF

Examining equipment in the Mission Simulation Center Tuesday are, from left,Amy
Pasque of Norman, Jake Swanson of Cache and Connor Clary of Tulsa.The students
are members of the latest class of Youth Leadership Oklahoma.


